Problem of Increased Earnings
that the general utility of the railroads, at least the trunk
lines, is incomparably greater than that of the motor
vehicles, especially for bulk transportation, and their
superiority in regard to constant availability for the
conveyance of any desired quantities will remain even
when the number of the existing motor vehicles is much
greater than at present.''10 Railways must, and will,
continue to be our chief transportation agency because of
the extent of the country and the vast distances to be
covered. Properly regulated, they could be made the chief
engine of progress, and if mismanaged they would become
a powerful weapon of destruction. It is for this one
reason, if for no other, that we want the Railways to be
tiationalised and State managed.
Most civilised countries of the world have adopted the
principle of State management. In India, however, we
have the anomaly of a plurality of systems. The very
diversity of administration calls for comment; and, jtistly
too, the demand for nationalisation of the railways has
been made long since. The Acworth Committee thought
the demand quite reasonable, and their opinion deserves
quotation in view of the subsequent views of the Wedgwood
Committee. The former said " that no scheme for the
establishment of Indian domiciled railway companies
is acceptable. Only if relieved from risk of loss will
share-holders subscribe at all. Even when so relieved, they
will only subscribe relatively small amounts. Sueh small.
amounts would not justify entrusting them with substan-
tially independent management. And unless management is
substantially independent, the justification for the existence
of a company disappears. And, therefore, approaching the
question not as one of national sentiment, but purely from
tbe practical point of view, we find oui^elves in agreement
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